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ading Malta.    " 1 am absolutely exhausted/3 he
wrote to Keith, and " my state of health is very
precarious.5' He was furious at being passed over
for a second nine and again announced his desire
to retire from the service.
In March, Captain Berry in the Foudrqyant cap-
tared the Guillaume Tell, the last survivor of the
Nile, Just as she was breaking out of Malta, and
Nelson felt that the original task allotted him by
St. Vincent had at last been accomplished by
"We of the Jfile." In the summer he received
Admiralty permission to return home, since his
health prevented him earning out his duties.
He was not superseded and Spencer's private
letter was a model of tact and sympathy : cs I
am quite clear, and I believe I am joined in
opinion by all your friends here, that you are
more likely to recover your health and strength
in England than in an inactive situation at a
foreign Court, however pleasing the respect and
gratitude shown to you for your services may be.5*
Meanwhile, Hamilton was recalled., his lethargy
having become a byword. So these three, "Tria
Juncia in uno^ as they called themselves, decided
to go home together. Keith would not allow
the Foudrqyant to leave the Mediterranean and
suggested a frigate or a troopship, but Emma
scorned such transport and they therefore decided
to travel by Iand3 in company with the Queen
and her children bound for Vienna. Emma's
mother., long dignified by the name of Mrs.
Cadogan, and Miss Cornelia Knight,, the authoress,
also accompanied them. The whole party sailed
in the Foudrqyant to Leghorn where, on I3th July*
1800, Nelson struck his flag.